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the balance, the railway was carried forward from Sarras
to the fort of Akasha, some 86 miles south of Haifa.
This extension of the line had, as we shall see, an important
effect on the course of the Dongola Expedition eleven
years later,
A brief reference may here be made to the Suakin-Berber
Railway project of 1885. After the fall of Khartoum the
British Government was being strongly urged to adopt a
" forward " policy in the Sudan and with a view to giving
effect to this policy it launched, on its own initiative,
the Suakin-Berber Railway scheme* The difficulties
inherent in such an undertaking had not been adequately
realised ; it was planned in haste, the arrangements for
the despatch of material and for the execution of the work
were alike defective, the tribesmen of the Suakin district
were actively hostile and work proceeded haltingly.
Within two months of the inception of the scheme, it was
decided to abandon the Sudan and work on the railway was
stopped, after some twenty-two miles of line had been laid.
During the eleven years that passed between 1885 and
1896 the whole Sudan southward from the fortified camp
at Haifa and westward of the line of forts that ringed the
town of Suakin lay under the hand of the Khalifa. Be-
tween Haifa and the outpost at Sarras Fort act intermit-
tent service was maintained fay an armoured train whose
crew, covered by the rifles and Gatling guns of the military
escort, cleared the drift-sand from the track and inlaid
the rails torn up by the Dervish raiders.
The story of railway building in the Sudan has hitherto
been a story of failure. Of Ismail's great scheme all that
had materialised was the eighty-six-mile stretch of badly-
laad track between Haifa and Akasha; of the Suakia-
Berber railway project nothing remained but twenty mites
of low embankment, eroded by the rains aad in places
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